142                         CLEMENCEAU
MYSELF : That's all.
CLEMENCEAU : Now here is what I'd like you to do.
Take all these papers home with you, look them over, and
arrange them. Then tell me whether they ought to be
given back to the Government or merely burnt. When
will vou be back ?
>
MYSELF : To-morrow morning. I believe it would be
better also to take home the papers which I brought you
this morning. I'll examine them in the same way.
CLEMENCEAU t   Right 1
MYSELF : But there is one thing I hope, and that is that
I shan't be burgled to-day or to-night. . . .
CLEMENCEAU : Pietri, tell your friend Chiappel not to
let Martet be burgled to-day. Tell him to wait till next
week.
[Pietri and I leave. My portfolio is stuffed
with papers capable of starting a grand
conflagration.
they had been calumniated.* It was Clemenceau who had invented the mythical
Norton 1
On the zind June, 1893, Millevoye told his story from the rostrum: * I can
Touch that M. Qemenceau committed treason. I accept the responsibility for the
authenticity of the papers on which I rest my charge. . . .' And then Millevoye
went to pieces tinder ridicule. ' Oh, Clemenceau's laughter/ wrote Barrcs, " the
laughter of an overstrained man who can no longer contain himself! *
But let us leave Barres.
I find amongst my papers this letter from Millevoye addressed to Qemenceau
on the 3rd May, 1916 : ' My dear Mr. President: "Will you please name a day and
an hour in the near future when you can grant me an audience. I have a most
important and urgent message to convey to you. . . .* And the note finishes with
these words: * Very sincerely yours, Your most devoted L. Millevoye.* I find
another letter from the same Millevoye to the same Qemenceau. It is dated
ist November, 1917: * My dear Mr. President . . . Your ever devoted. . . .'
Well?
We owe to the Norton affair the fine plea which Qemenceau uttered to the jury
before whom he had brought his accusers; to it we owe the magnificent Salernes
speech of the 8th August, 1893. But because of it Qemenceau was beaten in the
legislative elections of "93. The clericals and the socialists made every effort to
put his opponent in.
From 1893 to 1902 Qemenceau was out of the Chamber. In 1902 he waa
elected senator for the Var.                                               1 Prefect of Police.